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       Submission: E14-17 

2020 Olympic Sailing Competition 

Showcase Event - Offshore 

A submission from Chairman of the Oceanic and Offshore Committee 

 

Purpose or Objective 

To propose to the International Olympic Committee the addition of a show-case event of offshore 
sailing. 

 

Proposal 

To propose to the International Olympic Committee the addition of a show-case event of offshore 
sailing. 

(a) Quota and Crew size 

i) 18 to 20 boats 

ii) Two person crew 

iii) Mixed, i.e. one man one woman 

iv) additional sailors to the Olympic quota should be used to attract stars from offshore 
sailing, but not prohibiting existing Olympic athletes. 

(b) Boat 

i) Manufacturer supplied.   

ii) 9 to 12 metre length, high-performance production offshore short handed racing 
boat. 

iii) 9 to 12 metre is long enough so that the boats will look good and perform well 
even when equipped with VSAT satellite domes, large batteries, and on deck 
robo-cams. 

(c) Event 

i) A minimum four day race, specifically four days and three nights.  Featuring the 
natural sights of Japan on the course. 

ii) Course and mark changes during the race as necessary to guarantee the first 
finisher arrives in the afternoon of the third day, for media and predictable 
logistics. 

iii) Start and finish to be adjacent to the Olympic Harbour. 

iv) Electronic umpiring, so protests and penalties would all be worked out during the 
race prior to the finish. 

v) One clear winner.  i.e. the first boat to finish wins the Gold. 
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(d) Media 

i) Onboard HD robo-cams, on deck and below including microphones.  Robo-cams 
to be operated by camera operators on shore. 

ii) Continuous on-line tracking and streaming video.  Specifically video from each 
boat would be available to viewers via the internet continuously throughout the 
event. 

 

Current Position 

There are currently no sailing show-case events in the Olympic Sailing Competition. 

 

Reasons 

1. Three day race will provide a fascinating, live, on-line experience for viewers in all time 
zones. 

2. Media professionals involved in the discussion of the above were unanimously in 
agreement that this event would be of enormous viewer interest because the boats 
would be similar to recreational racing boats, and the event could be followed live in all 
time zones over an extended period. 

3. Offshore Races deliver social media engagement figures: 
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